POLI 246 - Justice, Revolution, and the Good Society 

Instructors:	Hud McClanahan, Steve Capaldo. VT University Legal Counsel
	Cleo Powell, Justice of the Supreme Court of VA

Office Hours: 	Individual meetings: by appointment; in person 


A. Course Description

A study of the meaning(s) attached to concepts such as justice, revolution (social change), and the good society. Consideration will be given to the ways in which such ideas contribute to interpretations of historical examples of revolution (social change).

B. Course Objectives

The course objectives for POLI 246 are the following:
· Provide students with theoretical knowledge of politics, especially the concepts of justice, revolution (social change), and the good society.
· Improve each student’s ability to think deeply and write effectively about meanings of theory concepts.
· Provide students with the opportunity to strengthen understanding of connection between  theory and practice.

C. Learning Outcomes

Upon completing POLI 246, each student should have:
· Expressed possession of knowledge of course concepts in essay assignments.
· Demonstrated deep thinking and effective writing in essay assignments. 
· Obtained a better understanding of concrete significance of course concepts in essay assignments.

As a result of this course, the student will be able to:

· Compare iconic social changes agents and their approaches to create change
· Explain significant social changes by using legal principles
· Develop skills to examine issues by considering multiple perspectives

D. Attendance and participation

Class attendance is mandatory. The course requires active contribution to our discussions, and clarity of thought is an important component of your class participation grade.

This class will also adhere to the Linking Lives program attendance policy. If the student has requested and received an excused absence prior to the class, the grade will remain unaffected.  Reasons for an excused absence include: in the hospital; tested positive for COVID or another highly infectious illness; family emergency.

E.  Materials
There are no materials students are required to purchase for this course. Readings and additional materials may be posted on Inquire. 
F. Grading Scale

A = 93.0% - 100%	= Superior work, dramatically surpassing minimum requirements
A- = 90.0% - 92.9%
B+ = 87.0% - 89.9%
B = 83.0% - 86.9%	= Good, exceeding minimum requirements
B- = 80.0% - 82.9%
C+ = 77.0% - 79.9%
C = 73.0% - 76.9%	= Satisfactory, meeting minimum requirements
C- = 70.0% - 72.9%
D+ = 67.0% - 69.9%
D = 63.0% - 66.9%	= Poor, failing to meet minimum requirements
D- = 60.0% - 62.9%
F = 0 - 59.9%

*For VT students: You must receive a C or better to transfer courses back to Virginia Tech. GPA will not be affected by transfer credits.*

G. Course Grading

· Summary of each assigned reading (25 pts)		25%; 
· Class discussion (25 pts)			25%; 
· Group Analysis of Cases Reflection (25 pts)		25%; 	
· Essay (25 pts)						25%

Essay is in place of any final examination. 

H. Computers

I prefer you use a notebook rather than a computer to take notes to reduce the likelihood that you will be distracted by apps/programs on your screen that is not directly related to our work in the classroom.

I. Expected Workload

You are expected to spend about 52 hours per week, inside and outside of class, on this course. This course is offered Monday through Friday from 9am-12pm for three weeks total. 

J. Students with Disabilities

Accessible Education Services (AES) is in the Goode-Pasfield Center for Learning and Teaching in Fintel Library. AES provides reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities. To register for services, students must self-identify to AES, complete the registration process, and provide current documentation of a disability along with recommendations from the qualified specialist. Please contact Dustin Persinger, Assistant Director of Academic Services for Accessible Education, at 540-375-2247 or by e-mail at aes@roanoke.edu to schedule an appointment. If you have registered with AES in the past and would like to receive academic accommodations for this semester, please contact Dustin Persinger at your earliest convenience to schedule an appointment and/or obtain your accommodation letter for the current semester.

K. Academic Integrity
Your learning and integrity are at the core of your RC education. You must follow the rules outlined in the College’s Academic Integrity policies. All assignments submitted shall be considered “graded work” and all aspects of your coursework are covered by the Academic Integrity rules. All projects and homework assignments are to be completed individually unless otherwise specified. 
Commission of any of the following acts shall constitute academic misconduct. This listing is not, however, exclusive of other acts that may reasonably be said to constitute academic misconduct. 
● CHEATING: Cheating includes the intentional use of unauthorized materials, information, notes, study aids or other devices or materials in any academic exercise or attempts thereof.  
● PLAGIARISM: Plagiarism includes the copying of the language, structure, programming, computer code, ideas, and/or thoughts of another and passing off the same as one's own original work or attempts thereof.  
● FALSIFICATION: Falsification includes the statement of any untruth, either verbally or in writing, with respect to any element of one's academic work, or attempts thereof.  
● FABRICATION: Fabrication includes making up data and results, and recording or reporting them, or submitting fabricated documents, or attempts thereof.  
● MULTIPLE SUBMISSION: Multiple submission involves the submission for credit – without authorization from the instructor receiving the work – of substantial portions of any work (including oral reports) previously submitted for credit at any academic institution of attempts thereof. 
● COMPLICITY: Complicity includes intentionally helping another to engage in an act of academic misconduct or attempts thereof.  
● VIOLATION OF UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE, DEPARTMENTAL, PROGRAM, COURSE, OR FACULTY RULES: The violation of any University, College, Departmental, Program, Course, or Faculty Rules relating to academic matters that may lead to an unfair academic advantage by the student violating the rule(s).  

Artificial Intelligence Policy: Since a central goal of this subject is to help you become independent and critical thinkers, you are prohibited from using AI tools (i.e. Chat GPT) in your work. Any work submitted using AI tools will be treated as though it was plagiarized.

L. Course Schedule TENTATIVE Course Schedule {Note that this schedule may change.)

	
	Class Activities (read the material prior to class!)
	Reading Assignments

	Day 1
	Introduction to the Course and Legal Analysis
	Gandhi Statement
How the Law Changed Gandhi

	Day 2
	Ghandi - Legal, Moral Media Use, Moral Foundations
	Gandhi to Hitler

	Day 3
	Hitler- Legal, Moral Media Use, Moral Foundations
	Letter from Birmingham Jail

	Day 4
	MLK - Legal, Moral Media Use, Moral Foundations
	Trump Strongman
What Liberal Elites Don’t Know about Rural Americans Can Hurt Us

	Day 5
	Class Discussion - DEI: Legal and Moral Foundations
	Alinsky Class
Alinsky Jail
Berry Poems
One-Eight of Your Life

	Day 6
	Mandela - Legal, Moral Media Use, Moral Foundations
	 TBD

	Day 7
	Trump - Legal, Moral Media Use, Moral Foundations
	TBD

	Day 8
	Compare/Contrast Iconic Social Change Agents
	TBD

	Day 9
	School Segregation - History. Legal Rational, Social Consequences
	TBD

	Day 10
	School Desegregation - History. Legal Rational, Social Consequences
	TBD

	Day 11
	Public/Private Schools: The New form of Segregation: History. Legal Rational, Social Consequences
	TBD

	Day 12
	Protected/ Unprotected Speech on Campuses
	Roanoke College Swimmers Seek Action on Trans Athlete

	Day 13
	Protected/ Unprotected Speech on Campuses
	TBD

	Days 14-15
	Mock Trial and Jury Debate
	TBD






